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The Canadian Home Builders’ Association-Edmonton Region (CHBA-ER) is a not-for-profit organization representing 
more than 400 member companies in the region. The residential construction industry in Edmonton is a network of local 
businesses that represents more than 29,000 jobs, $2.2 billion in annual wages, and $3.4 billion in annual investment. As 
city building partners, CHBA-ER has a number of strategic advocacy priorities and is committed to working together with 
the City of Edmonton to provide quality and affordable homes to Edmontonians.  
 
City Plan Implementation 
The City Plan envisions welcoming one million more Edmontonians to an inclusive and compassionate city. CHBA-ER 
fully supports that vision and would like to highlight the important role the residential construction industry will play in 
making it a reality. Ensuring sufficient housing availability and affordability is vital to achieving the goals of the City Plan. 
Both infill and greenfield development have an important part to play in meeting the housing needs of Edmontonians in 
all stages of life. Maintaining housing affordability, increasing density and accommodating a population of two million is 
possible, but to get there, we will need a greater understanding of how various City initiatives will work together, including 
the Zoning Bylaw Renewal, District Planning, City Planning Framework, and the Growth Management Framework; and 
particularly how the City will invest in future infrastructure to execute the Plan.  
 
Permit and Process Improvements 
In order to support the kind of growth outlined in the City Plan, home builders need a regulatory environment that is 
supportive; one that makes it easy and appealing to invest in Edmonton. Excessive permit timelines and administrative 
delays lead to greater holding costs that substantially increase the cost of a home. If the costs of building are reasonable, 
permitting is efficient, and appropriate infrastructure investments are made to support project outcomes, our members 
will be able to support the City’s goals. CHBA-ER is eager to collaborate with the City and develop creative solutions to 
reduce red tape, permit fees, and excessive regulation. 
 
Community Energy Transition Strategy and Action Plan 
CHBA-ER has been actively involved in the Community Energy Transition Strategy and Action Plan. Industry supports 
the goal of reducing greenhouse gasses, however it’s important that housing affordability and regional competitiveness 
are balanced with climate goals. When it comes to energy efficiency, there is more than one path forward. The National 
Building Code is consistently working towards greater energy efficiency in new homes and the residential construction 
industry is constantly finding innovative ways to improve energy efficiency. A newly built home today is 47% more energy 
efficient than a house built in 1985, making the greatest opportunity for sustainability in energy retrofits of the existing 
housing stock. As experts in residential construction, CHBA-ER is eager to work with the City to meet its climate goals in 
an accessible and affordable way.   
  
On-Street Construction and Maintenance (OSCAM) Permits 
The feasibility of building new homes and the final price of those homes are impacted by municipal policies, taxes and fees. 
We have seen a growing list of new costs and fees being proposed, including a $25/day OSCAM permit fee for construction 
activity over one hour and a $25/day OSCAM bin fee to have garbage bins placed on roads. The home building industry can’t 
absorb the impact of these increased costs. These costs are ultimately passed on to home buyers, negatively impacting 
housing affordability. As an industry Association we understand the need to regulate the use of road-right-of way. However, 
charging $25 for a bin permit is not supported by industry and will negatively impact clean worksites and housing affordability. 
 


